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ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photo
West Platte senior pitcher McKaulley Ste-
phenson watches a curveball approach 
senior catcher Peyton Morris during the 
seventh inning of the Class 2 District 16 
championship game against Mid-Buchan-
an on Thursday, May 19 at Benner Park in 
Weston, Mo.

Mack masterful in title game win
CLASS 2 DISTRICT 16 BASEBALL

West Platte senior works 9 innings to help Bluejays spring upset of top seed
ROSS MARTIN
Citizen editor

WESTON, Mo. — Eventually, the 
rules took away Tanner Lawson’s 
ability to make pitching decisions.

West Platte’s coach stuck with se-
nior ace McKaulley Stephenson for 
as long as possible in the Class 2 Dis-
trict 16 championship game at Ben-
ner Park. He went nine innings and 
allowed only two hits, yet needed a 
Mid-Buchanan error to score the win-

ning runs in a wild matchup of KCI 
Conference rivals Thursday, May 19.

Having pitched a total of 10 in-
nings in two games, Stephenson 
went to shortstop in the bottom of 
the 10th, switching spots with se-
nior Brett Shepardson. Mid-Buchan-
an ended up loading the bases, but 
Shepardson struck out three, the last 
with the bases loaded to preserve a 
5-3 victory that sent the Bluejays 
into the playoffs for the fourth con-
secutive season.

Stephenson and Shepardson ended 
up combining for 17 innings and 29 
strikeouts in semifinal and champi-
onship game wins on back-to-back 
nights, alternating starts and saves 
to reward West Platte’s coach for his 
risky deployment of pitching.

“I really didn’t lose sleep on our 
rotation,” Lawson said. “I was going 
to let Shep go as much as he could 
our first game, and you’ve got Mack 
to come out of your pocket. Shep 
gave us a great game yesterday, and 

Mack only had to go one inning.
“Because we won, it makes it look 

like my decisions are on.”
Indeed, the decisions looked good in 

wake of the upset victory against Mid-
Buchanan (22-2), the KCI champions 
who won the two meetings between 
the teams in the regular season.

Shepardson started the semifinal 
with Lone Jack the night before and 
went six-plus innings before Ste-
phenson came in to strike out three, 

BEND IT LIKE NILSEN

CLASS 5 SECTIONAL 4 TRACK AND FIELD

Park Hill senior sets all-time national pole vault record

ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photo
Park Hill senior Chris Nilsen starts to go up for an attempt of 18 feet, 4 3/4 inches in the Class 5 Sectional 4 pole vault competition Saturday, 
May 21 at North Kansas City District Activities Complex in Kansas City, Mo. The vault set a new national high school record.

ROSS MARTIN
Citizen editor

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Once Chris Nilsen 
completed the fall, the record appeared to 
have been set at 18 feet, 4 inches.

The bar had bounced but settled back 
snugly on the standards at North Kansas City 

District Activities Complex. Instead of im-
mediate relief, the Park Hill senior endured 
a lengthy — and somewhat unexpected — 
verification process for his record-setting 
pole vault attempt from the head official of 
the Class 5 Sectional 4 meet.

In the end, the tape showed Nilsen had 
vaulted 18-4 3/4 — the highest mark ever 

cleared by a high school athlete in United 
States history. Family, friends and spectators 
all hung on the measurement process before 
celebrating all over again after the official re-
cord declaration.

“I had all of the people I really, truly care 
about here,” Nilsen said. “I had my coaches 

Platte County’s Ki-
anna Castro, Calle 

Boe and Brooke 
Zenner embrace 

as other team-
mates rush toward 
them to celebrate 
the winning goal 
in a 2-1 overtime 

victory against 
Smithville on 

Thursday, May 19 
at Pirate Stadium 

in the Class 3 Dis-
trict 16 title game.

ROSS MARTIN 
Citizen photo

CLASS 3 DISTRICT 16 SOCCER

Platte County ends another streak 
with title game win vs. Smithville

ROSS MARTIN
Citizen editor

On the brink of elimination, Platte 
County found the needed goal off of a 
corner kick.

Seven minutes into overtime, the 
winner came off the same scenario. 
The Pirates scored twice in a span 
of 13 minutes against Smithville to 

score a comeback 2-1 win Thursday, 
May 19 at Pirate Stadium in a Class 3 
District 16 championship game which 
required extra time to decide.

The connections between senior 
midfielder Brooke Zenner and sopho-
more forward Destinee Smith de-
livered a seemingly improbable win 
against a stubborn rival. Beat up by 
injuries from the preseason all the 

way through the second half against 
the Warriors, Platte County stopped 
another nagging losing streak.

“As far as talent goes, they definite-
ly have the talent and the ability to get 
it done,” Platte County coach Ashlyn 
Brantley said. “As far as our numbers 
and everything working against us 
this season with the injuries, that was 

CLASS 2 MISSOURI STATE TRACK AND FIELD

West Platte 
4x800 team 
places 2nd
Oberdiek also medals 

in both throwing events

CHRIS AUCKLEY/Special to The Citizen
West Platte’s 4x800-meter relay team of (from left 
to right) sophomore Sikoya Richard, freshman Lea 
Moose, freshman Lindsay Goodwin and sophomore 
Rachel Heili received their second-place medals 
Saturday, May 21 during the Class 2 Missouri State 
Track and Field Championships at Jefferson City 
High School in Jefferson City, Mo.

Citizen Staff report

Members of West Platte’s 4x800-meter relay team 
decided to worry about themselves, run hard and try 
to avoid last place.

The quartet of underclassmen accomplished so 
much more. In the Class 2 Missouri State Track and 
Field Championships, the Bluejays’ best relay team 
ended up with a second-place finish behind Father 
Tolton Academy on Saturday, May 21.

West Platte sophomores Rachel Heili and Sikoya 
Richard and freshmen Lea Moose and Lindsey Good-
win shaved more than 15 seconds off their previous 
best time to claim the runner-up spot in 10 minutes, 
6.37 seconds. That put them just 7 seconds off the 
school record, and the all-state finish added to Dis-
trict 8 and Sectional 4 titles won the past two weeks.

In fact, the group ran together for the first time at 
districts.

All four relay members ran sub-2:35 splits, but Fa-
ther Tolton’s squad came in more than 15 seconds in 
front to earn the state title. The Blazers were about 
11 seconds off of the Class 2 state record Principia 

Platte County 
sophomore Re-
bekah Geddes, 
left, runs in the 
1,600 meters 
Saturday, May 21 
during the Class 
4 Sectional 4 
meet at North 
Kansas City 
District Activi-
ties Complex in 
Kansas City, Mo.
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CLASS 4 SECTIONAL 4 TRACK AND FIELD

Geddes goes all out 
for Platte County

ROSS MARTIN
Citizen editor

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Rebekah 
Geddes didn’t know how speed re-
mained after a grueling day.

For good reason. The Platte County 
sophomore ran in four events for the 

first time all season Saturday, May 21 
during the Class 4 Sectional 4 meet. 
She ended up qualifying for the Mis-
souri State Track and Field Champi-
onships in all four, culminating with 
a comeback effort on the anchor leg 
of the 4x400-meter relay.
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and friends watching me. It was just 
really a spectacular moment. I think 
that’s what motivates everybody. 
When they have the people they love 
most around them, that’s when they 
do the best.”

Nilsen won another title and set 
another record Saturday, continuing 
an incredibly rapid rise from section-
al qualifier as sophomore to the most 
prolific vaulter in high school history.

During the past two years, he’s 
slowly elevated the school record 
from 15-7 to 18-0 with his vault 
earlier this month in the Suburban 
Conference Red Division champi-
onships, becoming just the ninth in 
U.S. history to clear 18 feet or better 
in high school competition.

After an “off day” last weekend 
in District 8 competition, winning 
at 16-9, Nilsen won the Sectional 4 
title at 16-6 before going up to 17-0 
and 17-6. He then asked for 18-4, tak-
ing aim at the national record Shawn 
Barber of Kingwood, Texas set at 18-
3½ in 2012.

Nilsen missed on his first two at-
tempts, and he grazed the bar as he 
went over on possibly his last try, 
only to receive a clean bounce. After 
landing on the mat, Nilsen received a 
huge hug from jubilant girlfriend Kel-
ly Vogel before starting to celebrate.

Turned out to be a bit premature.
An official came over to verify the 

process, and thankfully, no one had 
started to adjust the bar for a higher 
attempt. Requiring a ladder, large 
measuring stick and tape measure, the 
verification process required measure-
ments at three points along the bar.

Nilsen watched the entire scene un-
fold, clearly nervous about having the 
record taken away on a technicality.

“I’m about to be super heartbroken 
if this isn’t good,” Nilsen said of his 
thoughts. “Everything worked out. I 
was just praying to God, begging for 
some mercy. He came through.”

After a media interview and a few 
selfies with awestruck fellow ath-
letes, Nilsen won his second section-
al title, clearing 6-6 in the high jump.

Park Hill ended up with two quali-
fiers in the event with fellow senior 
Alijah Gee coming in third after los-
ing the second-place tiebreaker at 6-4 
to Raytown’s Dionte Smith. The Tro-

jans continued their dominance of the 
jumps with junior Papay Glaywulu 
sweeping the long and triple jumps.

In the morning long jump, Glaywu-
lu went 22-9 ½ to win by an inch in a 
crowded field, advancing to state for 
the first time in that event. He nearly 
broke his own school record, set earli-
er this year at the Kansas Relays, with 
his top triple jump. Already a two-
time state qualifier in that event, he 
jumped 48-4 ¾ in the second victory, 
just a half inch off his school record.

Park Hill goes to state this week-
end with hopes of a state trophy for 
a top-four finish. Hunter Lund (first, 
3,200-meters) and Grant Downes 
(110 hurdles) were the Trojans other 
two qualifiers.

“We definitely have a chance to 
make top three. That’s definitely a 
thing,” Nilsen said.

Park Hill South will have one indi-
vidual and three relays at state.

Nylo Clarke led the Panthers’ sec-
tional efforts with a win in the 400 
at a season-best 48.37 seconds and a 
third-place showing in a strong 100 
field. The speedy junior then led 
comebacks for the 4x200 (Clarke, 
Jordan Bell, Tanner Alderson and 
Ryan Rippy) and 4x400 (Clarke, 

Rippy, Jared Hernandez and Michael 
Garrison) teams.

In the 4x200, Clarke took the ba-
ton with 15 to 20 meters to make up 
on Truman’s anchor leg. He closed 
the gap and edged Nik Tanner at the 
line to give Park Hill South the final 
qualifying spot.

“I know. I already know,” said Bell, 
a senior. “I knew if we were in fifth, 
we were going to get fourth when 
we’re giving it to (Clarke). I knew it 
when he came into high school. I was 
like, ‘Here comes my replacement.’”

Park Hill South’s 4x400 with 
Clarke on the anchor leg held off 
Liberty at the line for the win, post-
ing a 3:23.46. The Panthers’ 4x800 
also easily made the state field with 
a third-place showing. Eli Guzman, 
Brendan Briody, Alex Lee and Jacob 
Prososki finished in 8:11.33.

The girls 4x800 team will also 
compete at state.

Park Hill South’s Jasmine Craw-
ford, Marti Heit, Lexi Maddox and 
Emma Roth held off Raymore-Pecu-
liar for the fourth and final spot. Park 
Hill South finished in 9:40.50 to win 
by a little more than a half second.

Heit also advanced to state with 
a fourth-place showing in the 3,200 

while Park Hill South senior Maryn 
Burns also snuck in with a fourth in 
the long jump.

Dymeria Guillory, a sophomore, 
continued her late-season push with 
the Panthers’ best individual finish. 
She posted a career-best 15.95 in the 
100 hurdles to come in as runner-up 
behind Lauren McCann of St. Tere-
sa’s Academy.

“I knew I had a good shot,” said 
Guillory, who started to celebrate 
as she crossed the line. “All week, 
God’s just been with me showing me 
I was going to do great, and I did.”

Park Hill advanced one individual 
and two relays.

Taiya Shelby, a sophomore, placed 
second in the 400 with a season-best 
57.05 while following up last week’s 
unexpected district title in the 200 
with a fourth at 25.82. She’s turned 
in her best two times in the latter 
event during the past two weeks.

Shelby also ran with Amanda Al-
exander, Jena Hahlbeck and Sephora 
Koudou on the third-place 4x200, 
which set a season-best at 1:44.00. 
The 4x100 of Shelby, Alexander, Kou-
dou and Gigi Hopkins placed fourth 
but bettered its school record from last 
week, improving the 49.79 to 49.45.
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set in 1992, helping them to the over-
all state title.

West Platte ended up with a trio of 
all-state showings and scored 16 points, 
tied for 19th in the final standings.

Sydney Oberdiek, a junior, again 
placed in the top eight in both shot 
put and discus, adding to her two run-
ner-up finishes from her sophomore 
season. She started with a third-place 
showing in the discus Friday, May 20 
and wound up seventh in the shot put 
on Saturday.

In the discus, Oberdiek set a new 
personal record. She qualified for finals 
with a throw 111 feet, 10 inches, and 
then bested her 2015 mark from Atchi-
son’s Redmen Relays with a 116-7 ef-
fort. She put up a consistent six tries 
in the shot put with her seventh-place 
35-8¾ coming during preliminaries. 

Oberdiek’s personal record of 37-4 
earlier in the season would’ve been 
three-fourths of an inch back of state 
winner Jillian VanVelzer of Lathrop.

Richard and Ciara Davies were West 
Platte’s only other individual qualifi-
ers. Richard placed 14th in the 800 at 
2:31.58 — a solid effort after spending 
most of her season running four relays 
and no open events. Davies was ninth 
overall in the 400 preliminaries Friday 
at 1:02.57 and missed a spot in the fi-
nals by just 0.29 of a second.

Heili, Goodwin, Richard and Davies 
also competed in the 4x400 prelimi-
naries, finishing 12th overall at 4:20.44 
but missing the finals by a little more 
than a second.

North Platte’s team of Maddie Lee, 
McKenna Fulton, Gracie Roach and 
Erin Manville qualified fourth out of 
preliminaries and then finished fifth for 
the Panthers’ only state medal show-
ing. They ran a season-best 4:14.27 in 
preliminaries, and the quartet nearly 
matched that in the finals Saturday at 
4:14.34 despite dropping a spot.

North Platte’s 4x800 team of Fulton, 
Lee, Manville and Lauren Payne fin-
ished 15th, while the Panthers’ 4x200 
team of Roach, Manville, Emmie Lee 
and Brittney Gerling came in 11th in 
preliminaries. The 4x200 came in sev-
enth in the second heat but missed a 
spot in the finals by just more than a 
half second.

West Platte’s boys didn’t end up 
with a medal.

Daniel Cicha, a senior, set a personal 
best in the 1,600 at 4:49.55 and placed 
13th. He also ran on the 4x800 with 
Andrew Cicha, Max Davies and Dylan 
Lock, and the Bluejays were 15th in 
Friday’s race.

STATE from page B1

KERN SORRELL/Special to The Citizen
West Platte junior Sydney Oberdiek 
heaves the shot put Saturday, May 
21 during the Class 2 Missouri State 
Track and Field Championships at Jef-
ferson City High School in Jefferson 
City, Mo.

KERN SORRELL/Special to The Citizen
North Platte senior Erin Manville, left, 
runs during a 4x400-meter prelimi-
nary Friday, May 21 during the Class 
2 Missouri State Track and Field 
Championships at Jefferson City High 
School in Jefferson City, Mo.

NILSEN from page B1

ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photos
LEFT: Park Hill senior Chris Nilsen goes up for an attempt in the Class 5 Sectional 4 pole vault competition Satur-
day, May 21 at North Kansas City District Activities Complex in Kansas City, Mo. RIGHT: Nilsen starts the run-up to 
his record vault of 18 feet, 4 3/4 inches.

Having finished up the 3,200 just minutes ear-
lier, Geddes took the baton with Platte County in 
fifth. She slowly closed the gap and then outleaned 
Winnetonka’s Esther Loukawila at the line, giving 
the Pirates a fourth-place finish and a state berth.

“I was just trying to help the team as much as pos-
sible and go as fast as I could,” Geddes said. “With 
50 left, I didn’t think (I had enough) then I just told 
myself, ‘Nope. You’re going,’ and I just went for it.”

Platte County’s dramatic qualification in the fi-
nal race put an emphatic end to a day that featured 
a heartbreaking amount of near misses.

Geddes also joined the 4x800 team along with 
Jessica Clark, Ava White and Rachel Gilbert, and 
the long-distance specialist coasted through the fi-
nal lap to help the Pirates finish in a comfortable 
third. Geddes also eased up but solidly qualified in 
the 1,600 (third) and 3,200 (second).

White led off Platte County’s 4x400, seeded 
seventh out of eight teams, and Gilbert provided 
a strong second leg, forcing two other runners to 
the outside as the midway point of the race ap-
proached. The Pirates were still in fifth when Sage 
McGehe handed the baton to Geddes shortly after 
her runner-up showing in the two-mile.

Having attempted to conserve energy with her 
heavy work load, Geddes held just enough, help-
ing the Pirates finish in 4 minutes, 12.53 seconds 
— more than 8 seconds better than their fourth-
place time at District 8 last week and just .07 of a 
second in front of Winnetonka.

“My plan was help qualify the relays and the 
other ones just qualify second, third,” Geddes 
said. “I was kind of nervous because I’d be third 
(in the 1,600 or 3,200), and I never knew how far 
behind fourth and fifth were so it was kind of hard 
to mentally slow down for those.”

Platte County ended up with three individual 
qualifiers in addition to the two relays.

Hilary Mathurin, a senior, makes a return trip to 
state in the 300 hurdles after a dynamic qualifying 
race. The pint-sized speedster turned in a runner-
up showing in a school-record 46.59 seconds, bet-
tering her mark set two weeks earlier in the Sub-
urban Conference Blue Division meet.

Despite finishing behind Kearney’s Emma 
Couch again, the second-place showing helped 
provide some relief from other disappointments.

“She got me at the last second. We were pretty 
much head to head,” said Mathurin, who came in 
just 0.12 of a second behind Couch after finish-
ing seventh earlier in the 100 and running on the 
sixth-place 4x200 before later coming in seventh 
in the 200. “Even though she beat me, she’s a good 

competitor to have because she pushes me. The 
competition is crazy fast, but I’m happy with what 
I ended my last sectionals with.”

Platte County sophomore Tianna Daniel-Dalton 
added a sectional title to conference and district 
crowns in the high jump, continuing a spectacular 
first season. She cleared 5-2 in the high jump to 
finish ahead of three competitors at 5-0.

Tori Farr, a junior, ended up fifth in what be-
came a series of near misses for Platte County.

In all, the Pirates were one spot away from state 
qualification in eight events. Bryce Bearden and Pay-
ton Sheehan tied for fifth in the pole vault to start 
the day, while Grace Lewis closed the afternoon 
with a career best 8-6 pole vault to also come in fifth.

In between, Clark (3,200), Okwar Jale (300 hur-
dles), David Fulk (800), JD Crawford (1,600) and 
John Watts (long jump) also came in fifth in indi-
vidual events. The 4x200 team of Watts, Fulk, Ty-
ler Clemens and Lloyd Lockett turned in a season 
best time of 1:30.70 but still wound up one spot 
short of a state berth.

Fulk again subbed in for injured TJ Guillory in 
two relays in what turned out to be a busy day. His 
workload will be down to the 4x400 and 4x800 at 
state after an adventurous day for the relays.

In the 4x800, Jared Maksudian, Keegan Cordo-
va, Crawford and Fulk set a season-best by 16 sec-
onds and placed second in 8:11.64, just more than 
3 seconds back of Kearney. The 4x400 of Lockett, 
Watts, Clemens and Fulk also set a season-best at 

3:23.69 — less than a second behind the coveted 
school record set at state in 2014.

Raytown South won the event in a ridiculously 
blistering 3:18.30, leaving the Pirates to beat out 
Grandview for the runner-up spot.

The relays helped ease some of the fifth-place 
disappointments for Watts and Fulk. That list 
also included Crawford, a sophomore who started 
out at the back of the 1,600 before making a late 
move. He went all out for the final 600 meters and 
set a personal-best 4:42.54, just 0.13 behind Grain 
Valley’s Dalton Miller for the final state spot.

“I didn’t start out fast enough (in the 1,600),” 
Crawford said. “I tried to run my race, and that 
didn’t work out. I think the 4x8, if I hadn’t done that, 
I would’ve been able to go 0.1 faster and got to state. 
We were all pretty excited about the 4x8. We don’t 
know where that came from. It was awesome.”

A pair of Platte County freshmen did manage to 
make the individual state cut.

Xavier Keith continued his late-season ascen-
sion, topping the 50-foot mark for a second straight 
week in the shot put. His 50-10 effort at section-
als placed him third and sent him on for another 
week of competition after he broke out with con-
ference and district titles the previous two weeks.

Jackson Letcher also set a personal-best in the 
3,200, shaving about 15 seconds off his previous 
top time. He sprinted to a 10:13.19 finish to come 
in fourth with the top four runners well separated 
from the next four. 

PLATTE COUNTY from page B1

ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photos
LEFT: Platte County’s JD Crawford, center, takes a handoff from Keegan Cordova in the Class 4 Sec-
tional 4x800-meter relay Saturday, May 21 at North Kansas City District Activities Complex in Kansas 
City, Mo. CENTER: Platte County senior Hilary Mathurin competes in the 100. RIGHT: Platte County 
freshman Jackson Letcher strides out to finish the 3,200 in fourth place.


