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PARK HILL SOUTH SWIMMING 
COLLECTS ANOTHER 3RD-PLACE TROPHY

PAGE 8

LIGHT IN DARKNESS

Pirates 
2nd 

despite
4 titles

MISSOURI STATE WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Neosho tops Class 3 
to spoil seniors’ 
bid at history

ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photos
ABOVE: Platte County senior Ethan Karsten kneels at the edge of the mat Saturday, Feb. 20 prior to the Class 3 Missouri State Wrestling Cham-
pionships’ Class 3 145-pound title bout at Mizzou Arena in Columbia, Mo. BELOW: Karsten points to the sky after winning his third straight state 
title, a tribute to his brother Jourdan who unexpectedly died just six days earlier.

Platte County’s Karsten wins 3rd state championship 
just 6 days after learning of his older brother’s death

ROSS MARTIN
Citizen editor

COLUMBIA, Mo. — Ethan Karsten found 
the old wrestling shoes in a closet, 
probably while also still searching for  

understanding.
The Platte County senior packed the black and 

red ASICS away in his bag and took them to this 
past weekend’s Missouri State Wrestling Cham-
pionships for the most difficult tournament of 
his life. They were worn, unused in recent years, 
and size 10½. Karsten normally wears 9½, but 
he wore them anyway for all four of his state 
matches, which lasted a total of about 8 minutes 
and all ended with victories by pin.

“They’re my brother’s,” explained Karsten, 
pointing down at the shoes while sitting in 
the concourse of Mizzou Arena just minutes 
removed from becoming the fourth wrestler 

in Platte County’s storied history to win three 
individual state titles. “You should feel them. 
They’re pretty (expletive) big.”

Jourdan Karsten, 20, unexpectedly died on 
Sunday, Feb. 14 — four days before the start of 
Ethan’s final high school tournament, one day 
after he claimed a second straight Class 3 Dis-
trict 4 championship.

Teammates during their freshman season, 
Ethan and Jourdan were close. The Karsten fam-
ily lives for wrestling season, including younger 
sister Eryn — a junior and one of Platte Coun-
ty’s team managers. Jourdan qualified for state 
as a senior in 2013, while his younger brother 
placed sixth at 132 that year when he “wasn’t 
very good,” as he once told the Platte County 
Board of Education while speaking to wrestling’s 
importance in his life.

Karsten had to wrestle.

ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photo
Platte County senior Matthew Schmitt flexes 
toward the Pirates crowd after winning the 
Class 3 132-pound championship in the Mis-
souri State Wrestling Championships on Sat-
urday, Feb. 20 at Mizzou Arena in Columbia, 
Mo.

West Platte 
senior Justin 
Rhodes pins 
Brentwood’s 

Deshaun 
Johnson in 

a 152-pound 
match during 

the Class 
1 Missouri 

State Wres-
tling Cham-

pionships on 
Thursday, Feb. 

18 at Mizzou 
Arena in Co-
lumbia, Mo.
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West Platte’s Rhodes wins 
program’s 1st state title

Park Hill takes 4th straight team title
Championship runs for Hosford, Eblen help Trojans endure difficult start

ROSS MARTIN
Citizen editor

COLUMBIA, Mo. — Park Hill’s 
first round didn’t go as planned in 
the Class 4 Missouri State Wres-
tling Championships.

In pursuit of the program’s un-
precedented fourth team state 
championship, the Trojans upped 
the difficulty level by going 6-6 in 

the first round, but still ended up 
on top. Each of the other contend-
ers in a deep field suffered through 
their own disappointments, and 
seven medalists, three finalists 
and two state champions added 
up to Park Hill’s 10th state title — 
fourth most in state history, just 
two back of Helias.

In a tournament of wild swings, 
Park Hill lost a No. 1-ranked wres-

tler on the first day, endured a bit-
ing controversy that benefited the 
title chase and rebounded from 
senior Canten Marriott’s difficult 
170-pound semifinal loss.

“We’ve been hurt all year; we’ve 
only had our best lineup once — 
at districts — and we won every-
thing,” Park Hill coach Jeff Davis 
said. “We talked to the boys about 
that and let them know that we’re 

going to battle through that. We’ve 
got it done with injuries and every-
thing else. This is no different.”

Park Hill scored 127 team points 
to finish 28 ahead of runner-up Jef-
ferson City and more than 30 in 
front of Francis Howell and Holt.

Kelvin Eblen (106) and Weston 
DiBlasi (126), both sophomores, 

ROSS MARTIN
Citizen editor

COLUMBIA, Mo. — Platte County coach 
Reggie Burress sought out the balance between 
success and disappointment.

Neosho ended up with 167½ points to win 
a fourth straight Class 3 title, while Burress’ 
Pirates ended up second for a second consecu-
tive year, 16 behind the Wildcats. This time 
the result remained much closer, and despite 
third state championships for seniors Matthew 
Schmitt and Ethan Karsten, the second for se-
nior Johnny Blankenship and first for sopho-
more Cody Phippen, a record-setting season 
ended with consolation.

Platte County became the first team to win 
four individual state titles without also win-
ning the team championship since Brookfield 
in 2009.

“Any other year, 150 points is going to win 
you a state title for the most part,” Burress 
said. “It was a great year — four champions, 
three other placers. Half our team placed at the 
state tournament, and four of them won state 
titles — won state titles, I’m going to say, fairly 
easy.

“This team really put us back in the fore-
front of state wrestling and let people know we 
have some pretty dang good kids here, that’s 
for sure.”

ROSS MARTIN
Citizen editor

COLUMBIA, Mo. — Justin 
Rhodes played down the idea 
of redemption or relief.

To be honest, the West Platte 
senior expected to find himself 
in this position all along, but 
more than once. Rhodes earned 
his third state medal but finally 
broke through to win his long- 

coveted state championship 
during the Class 1 Missouri 
State Wrestling Champion-
ships, defeating Holden’s An-
drew White in the 152-pound 
final Saturday, Feb. 20 at Miz-
zou Arena in Columbia, Mo.

Rhodes jumped to his feet in 
a quick burst of celebration be-
fore pausing to pull off a back-
flip to the delight of the Blue-
jays’ fans in attendance.

“I usually don’t think about 
state until it comes, and I’m 
prepared when it does,” said 
Rhodes, who became the first 
state champion in program his-
tory in his third trip to the state 
finals. “I just came back stron-
ger each time.”

Rhodes long ago established 
himself as the best wrestler in 

See RHODES, PAGE 11

See PARK HILL, PAGE 11

See KARSTEN, PAGE 10

See PLATTE COUNTY, PAGE 10



FACING THE BEST
28 wrestlers from Platte County schools competed at the Missouri State Wrestling Championships this past 
weekend in Columbia, Mo. There were 16 medals, 8 finalists, 7 individual champions and 2 team trophies 

brought back. Below are all pictures from Mizzou Arena during the 3-day tournament.

1 — Platte County junior Casey Jumps (rear) drives into Fort Zumwalt 
North’s Zachary Steele during a Class 3 220-pound first round matchup. 
2 — Park Hill sophomore Weston DiBlasi (rear) holds on to Francis Howell 
Central’s Corey Wait during a Class 4 126-pound semifinal. 3 — Platte 
County senior Ethan Karsten, right, throws Webb City’s Dominick Howard 
to his back during a Class 3 145-pound first round match. Platte County 
coaches Reggie Burress (rear left) and Kiel Giese (rear right) look on from 
their chairs. 4 — Park Hill sophomore Josh Steele, rear, cradles Jaylen Car-
son of Lafayette (Wildwood) during a Class 4 113-pound match. 5 — Platte 
County senior Tyler Blankenship, front, wrestles with Aaron Wilson of 
Farmington in a Class 3 182-pound wrestleback match. 6 — Platte County 
sophomore Cody Phippen, top, holds on to Helias’ Evan Winder during 
a Class 3 106-pound semifinal. 7 — Platte County sophomore Austin 
Kincaid, right, takes down Farmington senior Ethan Asher in a Class 3 
120-pound match. 8 — Park Hill junior Thomas Lisher works to pin Ben 
Stahlman of Northwest (Cedar Hill) in the Class 4 152-pound third-place 
match. 9 — Republic senior Zach Dickens, left, pushes the face of Platte 
County sophomore Sage Smart during a Class 3 195-pound wrestleback 
match. 10 — Platte County senior Trey Dockery goes upside down in a 
Class 3 126-pound semifinal against Neosho’s Johnathan Williams. 11 — 
Park Hill senior Canten Marriott, right, takes down Francis Howell’s Jack 
Flynn during the Class 4 170-pound third place match.
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House of Dreams

Call me for the Best 
Deal by Farr! Patty Farr, Owner/Broker

Cell (816) 405-7712 
Office (816) 873-0300

1103 169 Hwy. North
Smithville, MO 64089

Congratulations
to all area Wrestlers!
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So with mourning in prog-
ress, the whole family traveled 
to Columbia, hoping to watch 
Ethan cap his career with one 
more state championship de-
spite dealing with the grief. 
The team rallied around him, 
and Karsten did not disappoint.

The brash sophomore who 
upset a three-time defending 
state champion in his second 
state tournament developed 
into an All-American, one of 
the best in the state. His team-
mates couldn’t understand his 
personal struggle, but they 
could appreciate what he went 
through to win a third title as 
the only wrestler to pin his 
way through the state.

Being around teammates — 
his other family — during the 
trip to state allowed him to 
smile and laugh for the first 
time since he learned of Jour-
dan’s death.

“There’s really nothing we 
could say. We just tried to get 
his mind off of it,” said Mat-
thew Schmitt, Ethan’s senior 
teammate and lifelong friend 
who also won his third state 
title this past weekend. “No 

words can describe what he’s go-
ing through right now. I’m very 
sorry for his loss and his family’s 
loss, but being around us, he’s 
the same old Ethan. There were 
a couple moments where he was 
sad, but he overcame it.

“How could you not be (im-
pressed)? Look at what the kid 
did. He dominated everyone, 
and he did not go backward 
one moment. That’s probably 
the best state tournament a kid 
could have.”

Karsten did come out notice-
ably stoic but brutal in his first 
two state matches, impressive 
considering his already aggres-
sive style.

The first two opponents in 
the 145-pound bracket couldn’t 
last more than a minute com-
bined, while officials warned 
him during and after both 
matches to watch the seeming-
ly egregious ferocity. The ap-
proach gave a little insight into 
Karsten’s state of mind and 
how he handled the competing 
emotions of his situation.

“I didn’t,” he explained. “I 
came down here and I cried 
myself to sleep every night and 

woke up and wrestled pissed off 
and angry and it worked out.”

In the semifinals, Karsten 
faced off with No. 2 ranked Josh 
Franek of Pacific, a state finalist 
a year ago. Karsten dominated 
the match and worked to finish 
with a pin, which came in the 
third period of what would be 
his longest match of the three-

day tournament.
About 24 hours after that 

win, Karsten prepared to take 
the mat for the final time in his 
high school career.

“Right before our match, we 
both looked at each other and 
said, ‘Let’s get it. Let’s end our 
senior year out together,’” said 
Park Hill senior Sean Hosford, 

the Class 4 state champion at 
145 who lost twice to Karsten 
this season in matchups of fu-
ture teammates at the Univer-
sity of Missouri.

Karsten separated from Hos-
ford but didn’t go to the mat 
alone.

The 145-pound finalists ex-
ited the tunnel through a fog 
of smoke with colorful lights 
dancing on the floor of a dark-
ened arena. The music blared 
as spotlights twirled during 
introductions, but Karsten 
likely didn’t hear any of the 
commotion. He took a depar-
ture from his normal routine, 
kneeling at the edge of the mat 
with the toes of those black 
and red ASICS curling up with 
Karsten’s toes unable to reach 
that far to hold them down.

“Watch this,” he silently told 
Jourdan before springing up 
for the last match of his high 
school career just six days re-
moved from his brother’s death.

Karsten dominated Car-
thage’s Markkel Moore, pin-
ning him in the second period 
for the 191st victory of his ca-
reer — second most in Platte 

County history. Although ap-
pearing more calm, almost at 
peace, the pain didn’t leave 
even for the 3 minutes, 9 sec-
onds the Class 3 145-pound 
championship bout lasted.

“I just wrestled,” Karsten 
said.

After the match, Karsten 
pressed an index finger to his lips 
then repeatedly pointed both in-
dex fingers skyward in tribute to 
Jourdan. He then made his way 
through the tunnel and back 
into the crowd, sharing a mo-
ment of triumph and lingering 
anguish with his family.

Karsten completed his wres-
tling journey with a third state 
title, but the personal battle 
continues. He attended Jour-
dan’s funeral Wednesday.

The shoes were easy to find, 
hidden in plain sight. Finding 
understanding in the face of 
unexpected loss will continue 
beyond wrestling season.

What’s next for Karsten off 
the mat?

“I’m gonna go home, and I’m 
going to go to bed and hope-
fully it doesn’t hurt as much 
tomorrow,” he said.

Mathematically eliminated from 
the team chase during wrestlebacks, 
Platte County went out and created a 
memorable final round.

Schmitt finished his career with 
a 194-12 record, beating Grain Val-
ley’s Mavrick Alexander 7-2 in the 
132-pound championship. He became 
the third four-time finalist in program 
history, joining Zach Sherman and Ty-
ler St. Louis, while finishing off an un-
beaten 53-0 season — one of the best 
in Platte County’s illustrious history.

In a matchup of defending state 
champions, Schmitt dominated Alex-
ander for a second straight week, us-
ing an early takedown to establish a 
lead. Platte County’s most decorated 
senior then added a late takedown for 
the final margin before letting out a 
little uncharacteristic flair with his 
celebration — flexing to the crowd 
and then flashing three fingers to 
honor his achievement.

Signed to wrestle at West Virginia, 
Schmitt exits as the program’s all-
time leader in wins, having helped the 
Pirates grow from fifth-place Class 3 
finishes at state in 2013 and 2014 to 
the past two runner-up showings. He 
still ended his career a bit frustrated, 
which speaks to his to desire to al-
ways be the best.

“You know what, I didn’t get four 
state titles, but I got three, which is 
second best,” Schmitt said. “It’s time 
to move on and see what I can do in 
college.”

Karsten joined Schmitt as a three-
time champion, doubling Platte 
County’s previous total of two (Chase 
Verdoorn and St. Louis).

After viciously quick first-period 
pins in the first two rounds, Karsten 
(51-1) stuck No. 2 ranked Josh Franek 
of Pacific during the third period of 
a 145 semifinal and then dominated 
the final against overmatched Mark-
kel Moore of Carthage, pinning him 
in the second period.

Karsten’s lone loss this season came 
to a fellow nationally ranked foe, and 
his run that started with a 2014 state 
final upset of three-time state champi-
on Noah Teaney of Oak Park came to 
a fitting conclusion. Yet, the inability 
for his four decisive pins to help land 
the Pirates a title stuck with him.

“Bonus points,” said Karsten, sec-
ond only to Schmitt in career wins at 
Platte County. “We’ve got a saying, ‘I 
would do anything for a team point. 
I’d kill somebody for half a team 
point.’ We’ve been saying that all 
year, and it’s true. We’d do anything 
for our team, and I believe anybody in 

our lineup would die for me.”
Blankenship returned to the finals 

for a third straight year and sand-
wiched a pair of titles around last 
year’s loss.

Back in the title bout at 160, Blan-
kenship beat Belton’s Jacob Benson 
for a third time and second time in 
two weeks in a championship sce-
nario. This matchup turned out more 
like the first with Blankenship’s early 
takedown holding up in a dominant 
if uneventful 3-0 decision victory for 
the Nebraska University signee.

Blankenship scored pins in the first 
two rounds before a key 8-2 decision 
against Neosho’s Isaac Townsend in 
the semifinals. The team chase re-
mained on the minds for all the se-
niors throughout and showed in the 
results for three state finalists in the 
group.

Platte County’s three state cham-
pions earned a total of eight in their 
career, the second most for any class 
in Pirates history (2002, 10).

“We really wanted the team state 
title,” said Blankenship (45-8), who fin-
ishes fifth in Platte County history for 
career wins. “Coming in second to Neo-
sho for the second year in a row stinks 
but they earned it. They beat us. It was 
great being able to end my career out on 
top along with Matthew and Ethan. 

“The only thing that could have 

made it better was if we could’ve got 
that team title, but my teammates 
mean the world to me. It’s been an 
honor to wrestle with them.”

A transfer from Basehor-Linwood 
(Kan.), Phippen staked a claim to Mis-
souri’s top 106-pounder this season 
and started Platte County’s finals run.

The semifinals and final at state 
ended up being rematches from the 
previous week’s District 4 tourna-
ment, and Phippen again dominated 
his way through. He increased margin 
of victory against Helias’ Evan Winder 
to 9-1 before meeting up in a District 
3 championship rematch with Grain 
Valley’s Caleb Benshoof.

Phippen built a 10-0 lead in the 
state title matchup within a minute 
and won a 15-0 technical fall early in 
the second period, starting out the Pi-
rates’ parade of individual title wins 
— the lone consolation left after los-
ing out in the team chase.

“Tech? I guess it’ll do,” said Phip-
pen (49-2), whose lone losses were to 
Class 4 state champion Kelvin Eblen 
of Park Hill and an out-of-state na-
tionally ranked foe. “Our goal was 
to just go out and get the job done. 
Whether we were going for first (as a 
team) or not going for first, we wanted 
the same outcome.”

In addition to matching 2014’s total 
of four finalists, Platte County upped its 

medal total from five last year to seven 
this year but still didn’t have enough 
wins to keep pace with Neosho’s four 
finalists and four consolation medalists 
(two thirds, one fourth and one sixth).

All 10 qualifiers for Platte County 
won at least one match, including 
senior Tyler Blankenship (24-17) at 
182 pounds going 1-2 in his second 
state tournament and sophomores 
Sage Smart (2-2 at 195) and Dakota 
Schmidt (1-2 at 170). The Pirates put 
eight in the quarterfinals and then five 
in the semifinals to guarantee medals.

Trey Dockery, one of five senior 
qualifiers, ended up sixth at 126 for 
his first medal after reaching the semi-
finals. A third time state qualifier, 
he lost an 11-5 decision to Neosho’s 
Johnathan Williams but went 0-2 from 
there to finish his season at 17-19.

Casey Jumps (44-9), a junior in his 
second state tournament, drew No. 
3-ranked Adrian Hitchcock of Neo-
sho in the 220 quarterfinals and lost 
7-3 to end up in wrestlebacks. Hitch-
cock went on to score big points with 
a trip to the title match, while Jumps 

— ranked No. 4 — came back to place 
fifth.

“A couple of opportunities we let 
slip by us, and in a tight race, you have 
to have those wins,” Burress said.

Austin Kincaid (120) rounded out 
the first-time medalists.

A sophomore, Kincaid (21-17) en-
tered at 18-15 but came back from a 
quarterfinal loss to reach the medal 
rounds. First, he pinned St. Charles’ 
Jordan Kestner in the sudden-death 
overtime period of a second round 
wrestleback match and then guaran-
teed a top-six spot, rallying with four 
points late to beat Dylan Owens of 
Hillsboro.

Kincaid lost his last two but earned 
nine team points, learning a valuable 
lesson from this special group’s quest 
for an unprecedented Class 3 state title.

“Being in this atmosphere with the 
team that we’ve got just means every-
thing to me,” Kincaid said. “(The team 
title) never became not a focus. It was 
always there — always talking about 
our next match — not going ahead but 
talking about the next match.”

ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photo
Platte County senior Ethan Karsten, left, tries to throw Pacific’s 
Josh Franek during a Class 3 Missouri State Wrestling Champi-
onships’ 145-pound semifinal Friday, Feb. 19 at Mizzou Arena in 
Columbia, Mo.

KARSTEN from page 7
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PLATTE COUNTY from page 7

ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photos
ABOVE: Platte County senior Matthew Schmitt, front, comes through to com-
plete a takedown against Mavrick Alexander of Grain Valley in the Class 3 
Missouri State Wrestling Championships’ 132-pound final Saturday, Feb. 20 
at Mizzoui Arena in Columbia, Mo. TOP RIGHT: Platte County senior John-
ny Blankenship uses a cradle to win a 160-pound first round match against 
DeSoto’s Michael Manning on Thursday, Feb. 18. RIGHT: Platte County sopho-
more Cody Phippen, top, works to turn Grain Valley freshman Caleb Benshoof 
in a the 106-pound final.



West Platte history, but he still 
needed the state title.

As a freshman, Rhodes ad-
vanced to the 126-pound final, 
and despite a 7-1 loss to Fati-
ma’s Ryan Strope, appeared set 
to win multiple titles. Instead, 
Rhodes crashed out of the tour-
nament as a sophomore with-
out a medal before reaching the 
145-pound final as a junior.

That ended with a 3-1 loss to 
Whitfield’s Sky Darrah, leav-
ing him with just one more 
chance.

“Getting second two times 
already just made me want it 
that much more,” Rhodes said.

Rhodes entered ranked No. 1 
at 152 in Class 1, and after a pin 
in the first round, he advanced 
to face a rematch of his only 
loss this season. South Harri-
son’s Mason Doll used an early 
five-point move to beat Rhodes 
in their first meeting of the sea-
son, but Rhodes won the next 
three, including a 7-0 decision 
in the state quarterfinals.

In the semifinals, Rhodes 
lost a 4-0 lead in the final min-
ute against Versailles’ Dalton 
Schmidt but rallied for the win-
ning takedown in overtime to 
keep the dream alive.

Rhodes used a reversal in the 
second period of the champion-
ship match to take a 2-0 lead. 
That held until White, a first-
time finalist, scored an escape 

in the third period. He couldn’t 
come up with any offense, and 
Rhodes ran out the time on a 
2-1 decision and a state title.

“I’m a huge believer in The 
Lord, the man upstairs,” said 
Rhodes, who finished his ca-
reer with a 196-10 record — the 
most wins in school history. 
“I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me 

and that truly came through 
this time.”

Jake Williams (126) and Park-
er Rotterman (145) — North 
Platte’s two state qualifiers 
competing for Mid-Buchanan 
as part of a cooperative agree-
ment — combined to win one 
match.

A qualifier for a second 
straight year, Williams lost 
to eventual state champion 
Romelle Person of Maple-
wood-Richmond Heights in 
the first round and then bowed 
out with a wrestleback loss. 
Rotterman overcame an early 
deficit to win a 7-4 decision 
against No. 6-ranked Rylan 
Chrisman of Marceline in the 
opening round.

Rotterman then lost a 9-2 
decision in quarterfinals to 
Centralia’s Carter Kinkead be-
fore being pinned in his wres-
tleback match with Lathrop’s 
Justin Wright, who Rotterman 
beat the week prior 3-2 to win 
the Class 1 District 3 title.

SportS February 24, 2016 • Page 11The Platte County Citizen

ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photo
North Platte junior Parker Rotterman, top, completes a takedown 
against Marceline’s Rylan Chrisman in a 145-pound matchup in the 
Class 1 Missouri State Wrestling Championships on Thursday, Feb. 
18 at Mizzou Arena in Columbia, Mo.

ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photo
West Platte senior Justin Rhodes paces during introductions for 
the Class 1 Missouri State Wrestling Championships’ 152-pound 
championship match Saturday, Feb. 20 at Mizzou Arena in Co-
lumbia, Mo. Rhodes became the first state champion in program 
history with a 2-1 win against Holden’s Andrew Martin, rear right.

RHODES from page 7

earned their second state medals and 
reached the finals for the first time, 
while senior Sean Hosford capped an 
impressive comeback story by win-
ning his third state title.

A third-place finisher as a freshman 
at 106, Eblen (39-4) completed his 
own comeback. He just missed a spot 
in the finals a year ago after giving up 
late points in a semifinal loss but left 
little doubt this season as one of the 
two best 106-pounders in the state. 

Eblen didn’t lose a match to a Mis-
souri Class 4 opponent and capped 
his state title run with a 4-0 decision 
against CBC’s Cevion Severado in the 
semifinals and an 11-3 major decision 
over Timberland’s Anthony Pisciotta 
in the final. Last year’s disappoint-
ment remained in Eblen’s mind.

“I wanted to top that — no matter 
what,” he said. “Next year, I want to 
take first again. I just want to keep 
progressing no matter what.”

Hosford’s story involved redemption 
for unrewarded effort and sacrifice.

Injured in December last season, 
Hosford came back from a broken leg 
to qualify for state at 160, but he end-
ed up 1-2 and without a medal, unable 
to win his third straight title. That 
guaranteed the state wouldn’t have a 
four-time state champion in 2016 for 
the first time since 2005.

However, Hosford came back at 145 
this season and peaked toward the end 
of the season, becoming the Trojans’ 
fourth three-time state champion and 
third in two years after Ke-Shawn 
Hayes and Colston DiBlasi joined the 
club last year.

“I was happy,” said Hosford (37-3), 
who expressed the joy of getting a win 
in the final match for assistant coach 
Mike Tuck — retiring after 18 years 
with the Trojans. “I just realized, ‘Go 
have fun. Go wrestle.’ The individual 
titles are great but having four team 
titles is what really makes it. I’m very 
thankful for that.

“I’d rather have four team titles 
than three individual titles.”

Hosford’s road ended up being  
 difficult.

In a matchup of ranked foes in the 
145 quarterfinals, Hosford trailed Mc-
Cluer North’s Efe Osaghe 4-1 in the 
second period. An official noticed 

Hosford shaking his arm during a 
restart and examined his arm. After 
consulting with the match’s head offi-
cial and a second review of the injury, 
Hosford was awarded the win for Osa-
ghe biting him.

Osaghe’s coaches — and some from 
other schools — protested the call, 
but the result stood, diqualifying Osa-
ghe from the tournament.

“I didn’t tell the ref he bit me,” 
Hosford said. “I felt super bad because 
that’s not the way I want to win. It 
was a freak accident. What happened 
happened.”

Hosford went on to win a 16-0 tech-
nical fall against Oakville’s Austin 
Neal in the semifinals before meeting 
up with Jefferson City’s Gavin Dewitt 
for a second time this season. After 
pinning him in the first matchup, 
Hosford held on for a tight 3-0 victory, 
riding out Dewitt to the finish.

Last season, Hosford relished in the 
one team point he scored to help Park 
Hill win its third straight team title. 
This time around, he helped ease the 
unexpected results for some of his 
teammates.

Marriott (53-2), Hosford’s best friend 
and fellow University of Missouri 
signee, ended up on the same side of 
the bracket as No. 2 ranked Logan Mo-
riarity of Jefferson City. Marriott won 

the previous three matchups this sea-
son with him and hadn’t lost to him 
since the 2014 state tournament.

This time, Moriarity scored a first 
period takedown and held on for a 3-1 
decision to reach the finals against 
Staley’s Monterio Whiles, who Mar-
riott beat three times this season by 
13 or more points.

Marriott came back to win major de-
cisions in his consolation wrestleback 
and third-place match and finished his 
career as a four-time medalist — all 
fourth or better, including last year’s 
unbeaten state championship.

“Our team was in a fight so I 
couldn’t just rest,” Marriott said of 
coming back after the semifinal loss. 
“I didn’t do what I was supposed to do 
in the semis. I failed to pick up those 
team points so I had to come back.”

Weston DiBlasi made it four 
straight years with a member of his 
family in the finals.

Back at 126 after medaling sixth last 
year, DiBlasi came back to beat Lee’s 
Summit North’s Austin Hanson 4-3 in 
the quarterfinals and made a 2-1 lead 
in his semifinal with Francis Howell 
Central’s Cory Wait stand up by rid-
ing him out for the final two minutes. 
That led to a rematch with Rockhurst’s 
Colin Valdivez in the final.

DiBlasi fell behind 5-0 and couldn’t 

rally back in a 5-3 loss to one of three 
individual champions in the tourna-
ment for the Hawklets.

Thomas Lisher, a junior state cham-
pion transfer from Baldwin, Kan., lost 
his opening round matchup at 152 
and ended up coming back to take 
fifth. Josh Steele, a sophomore and 
second time state qualifier, reached 
the semifinals to guarantee his first 
state medal, ending up fifth at 113.

Jacob Sobbing, a senior, was the 
other first-time medalist for Park Hill, 
finishing fifth at 195. The results for 
Steele, Lisher, Marriott and Sobbing 
helped the Trojans lock up the team ti-
tle despite some of the early setbacks.

“Ultimately, they’ve had to step it 
up for other guys (all year),” Davis 
said. “There’s been a ton to deal with. 
That’s how we get through it: they 
just fight. We’re fighters, and they un-
derstand the team concept.”

Four of Park Hill’s program record 
12 state qualifiers were freshmen but 
none medaled, including Devin Win-
ston at 160. Entering at No. 1 after a 
late-season surge, he lost his opening 
match 11-9 and didn’t recover, going 
0-2 in his first state trip.

Park Hill freshman Austin Kolvek 
(120) also went 0-2 with a difficult draw, 
as did junior first-time qualifier Landen 
Brown at 285, while freshmen Carter 

Goslee (one win at 132) and Blake Hop-
son (two wins 138) contributed points 
to the state title run. That promising 
group of freshmen took away valuable 
experience that Davis knows will ben-
efit the Trojans as they seek to extend 
their run to 2017 and beyond.

“A couple of them learned not to 
overlook their first-round opponent,” 
Davis said. “Overall, I thought it was 
a good experience, and they’ll be ready 
to get after it next year.”
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ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photos
ABOVE: Park Hill sophomore Kelvin Eblen, left, ties up with CBC’s Cevion Sev-
erado during a Class 4 106-pound semifinal in the Missouri State Wrestling 
Championships on Friday, Feb. 19 at Mizzou Arena in Columbia, Mo. RIGHT: 
Park Hill senior Sean Hosford waves to the crowd after winning the Class 4 
145-pound championship Saturday, Feb. 20, his third career title.

ROSS MARTIN/Citizen photo
Park Hill sophomore Weston DiBlasi, 
rear, grapples with Lee’s Summit’s Aus-
tin Hanson in a Class 4 126-pound quar-
terfinal during the Missouri State Wres-
tling Championships on Friday, Feb. 19 at 
Mizzou Arena in Columbia, Mo.


